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In the past century, the process of China’s internationalization has undergone complicated stages. It was started under the unequal relation with the world in which China as a weak country was the prey of the strong. Then through the conflict pattern of invasions and resistance, and the cold war confrontations, it progressed gradually under a relatively equal relationship based on the national independence and voluntary diplomacy. At the same time, the internationalization of East Asian nations has gone the hard way. They were besieged by domestic and foreign troubles and faced life-or-death crises. Then through playing the double variations of revolution and reformation, they have finally revived and rebuilt themselves in the baptism of wars and, by following different ways, are integrating into global system. 
Nowadays, the East Asian countries, such as China（including the Mainland and Taiwan）, Korea（including the ROK and the DPRK）, Japan, Mongolia, and the countries at the edge of East Asia, such as the far east regions of Russia, the Philippines, Vietnam and the United States, which exert great influence on East Asia, have all taken active attitudes to adapt themselves to the tide of globalization. East Asia has, as a new industrialized area, been rising swiftly and plays a significant role in the world affairs. The area, full of vigor, is stepping out of the legacy of the Cold War and marching toward the future of this century.

My presentation will mainly focus on China, with some references to Korea and Japan, to discuss the historical feature and future of their interactions with the world. Firstly, I try to summarize four feature of internationalization process in these countries. Secondly, I will discuss the internalization progress in today’s China. Thirdly, I will explain our efforts to transfer the core course system of Harvard University into Peking University.
1. The Historical Feature of Internationalization of China and East Asia

      Asian countries were first brought into the modern world system under the double pressures of commodities and warships of western powers during the expansion of the world capital market. The powers opened the closed door of China, Japan and Korea by powerful gunboats, imposed the humiliating unequal treaties, and ceded territories and reparations from the countries. Therefore, the first historical feature of the internationalization of China and East Asia is that it had, from the beginning, a sharp antagonistic nature of invasion and resistance.

      This conflict pattern demonstrated itself firstly between the western imperialists and the eastern nationalists. By the end of 19th century, however, the confrontation between the jingoist Japan against China, Korea and other weak nations became the major contradiction in East Asian internationalization. Japan, pursuing the regional hegemony, became the hot bed of war and the barrier of normal internationalization in Asian-Pacific area. As a result, its defeat at the end of World war II became an essential prerequisite for a sound interaction of other nations. 

      The postwar interaction pattern in East Asia moved into the Cold War confrontation. China and East Asian nations were brought one after another into the two antagonizing blocs headed respectively by the Soviet Union and the U.S. Containment and anti-containment, “cold war” and “hot war” went on there alternately.
 The problems of national separations in China, Korea and Vietnam left as unsolved problems under the cold war context, and became the most sensitive issues in their interactions with the rest of the world.

      Related with the first feature mentioned above, the second historical feature of internationalization of China and East Asia contributed to be constantly accompanied by local military conflicts of all types. This made East Asia an area of frequent wars and turbulence in a globalization time.

      After over a hundred years’ international chaos, the East Asian nations nowadays have already set themselves free from the intrusions of outside forces. They have all recognized the principles of peaceful coexistence, have had highly vigilant of new tendency of military expansion, and have become mature in dealing with problems in inter-nationalization. The confrontations in this area can be mediated through various channels. The danger of local war is vanishing. The belief in peace, stability and common prosperity has been deeply rooted in the hearts of people of each country.

      The third historical feature of the internationalization of China and East Asia is that the process was going alternatively in the way of declinization, marginalization, revolutionization and modernization. 

      The traditional political and economic systems of East Asian nations, particularly their governmental systems, entered the stage of declination in the 19th century one after another. These nations were bothered by both domestic and foreign problems. The development of modern productivity promoted by the Industrial Revolution in West Europe and accumulation of capital had already foretold a great revolution in production mode and life style. This revolution originated in West Europe and swiftly expanded into a world-scale transformation from traditional agricultural societies to the modern industrial societies. In the 19th century, there emerged the first and second waves of industrialization, modernization, and internationalization, which expanded from West Europe to East Europe, North America, and then to East Asia. These waves, armed by warships and commodities, forced the East Asian nations into a situation of so-called marginalization and semi-marginalization.

      The traditional state structure of the East Asian nations lacks the inner mobility of modern reform. Facing the challenge of the outside world, in order to resist the expansion of the West and to free themselves from the fate of becoming colonies or semi-colonies, the advanced intellectuals among the ruling class of China, Japan and Korea learned from each other method of reformation and ways of dealing with the changing situations. Their basic international and domestic tasks were respectively: To resist the colonialist-imperialist invasions to gain national independence; To change the ex-capitalist production patterns to establish a modernized economic system, And to abolish the feudal autocracy to set up a political system of democratic, republic or constitutional Monarchy.

      Under the above-mentioned historical background, East Asia provided at least three patterns of the late-coming and exogenous transplanted internationalization. 

      The first one is Chinese mainland pattern: From a conservative and declined empire slide to a semi-colonial country, and then merged into international society step by step through the democratic revolution and socialist modernization.

      The second one is Korean and Taiwan pattern: From passive coercion by the suzerain to the colonial construction, and then to nationalist capitalist modernization.

      The third one is Japanese pattern: From adaptive reformation to imperialist expansion, and then to the postwar capitalist re-modernization.

      Since modern times, Chinese culture with Confucianism as the core, western Christian culture and Slavic orthodox culture have converged in East Asia. These different cultures conflicted with each other and at the same time gradually fused together. All these have exerted a subtle influence on the international relations and have become the fourth historical feature of internationalization this area.

      Chinese culture has Confucian humanism as its core, mingled with some other cultural components. Confucian morals, combined with the unique writing system of Han letters and the emphasis on family relations, have formed a well-established family-state moral order and thus a cultural system. For a long time an economic, political and cultural circle with the feature that Confucianism is its very foundation has existed in East Asia. It had never encountered outer challenges that could threaten its stable system.

      The gate of East Asia was not opened by the western artillery until the middle of the 19th century. After the opening of the gate, East Asia began to be involved in the global system and the tide of reforms. The differences, conflicts and fusion of Oriental and Occidental culture profoundly impacted the internationalization of the East Asian nations.

      In handling the problem of internationalization, East Asian nations gradually leaned how to correctly deal with the native and foreign cultures and to combine the Oriental and Occidental civilizations. 

2. Rethinking the internalization by today’s China.

      Having just crossed into the new century, and gaining some perspective on the history of the last century, let us now ask what we can learn from the development and internationalization of China during the 20th century. 

      More and more Chinese people now realize that every social, economical, political and cultural system in the world, as long as it can enhance the productivity of society, should be regarded as the common wealth of human civilization. On one hand, it is essential to learn from others and absorb the essence. On the other hand, these fruits of civilization should be digested and applied according to the nation’s conditions. However, the specialty of a nation should not be used as an excuse to deny the generality of development humanity and civilization. 

      The modern world is an open one. It is impossible for any nation to close itself to international exchange and cooperation. China has learned from history and is opening itself to the international market and also expanding its foreign trade to the world. Its opening policy is overall and has established diplomatic and economic relations with almost all countries.

      The history of the 20th Century has demonstrated that the development and competition of the two major state-building systems of socialism and capitalism may lead to war, both hot and cold.  On the other hand, the history has also demonstrated that the two systems could coexist peacefully.  Working for peace to against war benefits all of the peoples of the world.  A return to the cold war, with the two camps separated into hostile opposition against each other, would be very bad news for humanity.  But on the other hand, an international society under a single hegemonic country will not be free from contradictions and conflict either. The process of creating a safe international order and a fair world system is one that requires a commitment to constant innovation and adjustment. Creating an ideal international system capable of encompassing pluralism is indeed a daunting task. 

      At the turn of the 19th Century, China was fighting against the Imperial Powers who were trying to open the country by force.  But at the turn of the 20th Century, as a result of a hundred years of reform and revolution, China is able to open its doors according to its own free will.  This is best illustrated by China's approach to enter into the WTO.  It is clear now that internationalization will not inevitably erase the special qualities unique to different peoples around the world.  The question becomes how each of these peoples can adapt to the New World waves. 

      People in China today continuously explore and debate the concepts of capitalism and socialism.  But more and more people have come to realize that the two systems of capitalism and socialism are two different models or two separate processes in the development of human society only, rather than a lesser and more advanced stage in a single process of economic growth. 

      In the past, China believed that one of the important characteristics of socialism was a planned economy.  Likewise, one of the defining features of capitalism was that economic development had no comprehensive plan, and that the economy was completely open to market forces with no government control. Now people in China realize that economic development in a capitalist system is also subjected to a certain degree to planning and government intervention and controls.  And socialist countries should implement the market economy system too.      

      In the past, people in China believed that one of the special features of socialism was the public ownership of the means of production, including factories, natural resources, equipment and machinery, and capital. Likewise, capitalism meant that the means of production were privately owned by individuals, families or private corporations.  People in China have now realized that "national ownership" does not necessarily equal "public ownership," and that public ownership does not necessarily lead to economic development.  National ownership exists in capitalist societies and there is a big problem of national holdings falling into private hands in socialist countries.  In the short term, government-controlled enterprises are able to gather the necessary resources to achieve fast and high growth.  But in the long term, these enterprises usually tend to become weaken and failed because they are isolated from the forces of productivity and level of development.  

      In terms of political administration, although the republican form of government had been adopted by many capitalist countries, the People's Republic of China, established in 1949, also retained the republican form of government of the previous regime.  It has also adopted some aspects of the democratic system.  The USSR was a one party system, and in theory, only workers, peasants and soldiers could represent the delegates in Soviet congress. The former socialist governments of Eastern Europe resembled that of the Soviet model but they maintained a small number of democratic parties as well.  The polity of the PRC also resembles the form of the socialist states of the former USSR and Eastern Europe but maintains more democratic aspects and more democratic parties -- there are eight of them in China today.  But all of the socialist countries oppose the wholesale implementation of Western democratic systems.  So the question in today’s China seems to be whether people in a socialist country could enjoy the material and spiritual products of the capitalist system.  

3. Internationalization of Chinese Higher Education:

The Changes of Undergraduate Education System at the Peking University

  The establishment and reform of modern Chinese education system provide us another instance of China’s interaction with the world under the internationalization context. The development of the system was not a natural continuation of the traditional Chinese educational system.  The modern Chinese education system was the result of three waves of study, transplantation, and absorption of advanced world civilization. While the world civilization is externalized, Chinese system becomes internalized. 

  The first wave of internalization of education system came at the turn of the twentieth century which was the wave of learning from the European and Japanese systems.

  The second wave occurred in 1950s, which was the wave of learning from the Soviet system.

  The third wave of internationalization started in the late 1970s and continues today, in which the American system became the main objective of learning. 
In 1952，China discarded all European-American education models and copied the Soviet system. To do so, China carried out an overall reform characterized with “specialization”. The model is that students were recruited according to the state plan into different and separate fields of studies. From the very beginning, every student had to study in a major decided by state plan, fed with knowledge and skills of designated specialty, and, when graduated, allocated a job for whole life according to state plan and his/her major. 

  The Soviet model did make possible of concentration of limited human and material resources to quickly produce generations of specialists in about five years to meet the needs of socialist material and cultural construction. Before long, however, the flaws of this system revealed itself. 

      First of all, comprehensive universities were departmentalized. More serious was the problem that interdisciplinary and interrelated comprehensive education was divided into single subject “specialization” education.  The problems of this model could be summarized: excessive fine division of majors, narrow basis of academic fields, mono-knowledge-structure and weak education in quality.

  After over twenty years’ reform, China enters the post-industrial era. Following the international trend, the task of China’s high education is no longer merely training students with certain special knowledge. Rather it is to make them possess the ability and quality so that they can continuously obtain and even create knowledge. College is only a stage in all one’s life to continuously study and being educated. The main purpose of this stage is not only to provide students with certain skill that can benefit them for life. Rather the emphasis should be letting them having necessary quality so that they are able to think critically, work creatively, study independently and master and create new knowledge and skills on the path of climbing academic peaks, in the current of ever accelerating development of modernization or in multi-social mobility and every changing work positions.

      It is under this situation, the Peking University started to explore further reform possibilities of undergraduate education system. 

      In July 1999, the faculty of humanities and arts proposed a plan of reforming undergraduate teaching and establishment of interdisciplinary courses. In November of the same year, the university established a strategic study team for undergraduate teaching development to justify the strategic objective and steps toward the reform specifically.

  The members of the team are convinced that the objective of the reform is to gradually establish a basic course system of cross academic fields that aims at quality education. In the first years of undergraduate studies, the division of specialties and academic majors must be reorganized in interdisciplinary way. A series of fine courses should be provided from several most basic fields and selected by students under the confinement of elective system and guidance of teachers. By this way, students could design their own knowledge structure, broadly dabble in different academic fields, broaden knowledge base, and strengthen comprehensive quality of a modern person. Only afterwards should the students be divided into colleges and departments to study majors and specialties.

      The team compared present systems of renowned universities worldwide and came to conclusion that the core courses, courses for major, and electives three tiers structure of some top-level universities of the world could be the model from which we could borrow. The academic quality and ratio of outstanding talents produced by these universities are broadly recognized. After more than hundred years’ practice, the current undergraduate study system at these universities is now mature, stable and effective. With their core course system as reference, the Peking University established in September 2000 an elective course system for interdisciplinary studies. 

      core courses of PU are temporally divided into five basic fields, namely natural sciences, social sciences, philosophy and psychology, history, linguistics-literature-arts. Students must take certain credits from each field. As to what exact courses they take is depend on the decision made by students themselves, conditioned by the elective system and with the guidance of the teachers. The objective of teaching is to produce the skills of independent study and creativity. The content of the courses is emphasized on stimulating ideas, mastering methods, rather than indoctrinate details of knowledge. In terms of teaching methodology, “fewer but finer” are encouraged. Also encouraged are advanced teaching methods. 

      The core system is broadly and enthusiastically supported by teachers and students alike. Its establishment could be a fresh strategic turning stone in the progress of China’s high education reform. If the system can really strengthen student’s basic quality, creativity and basic knowledge, and really welcomed by students, we have reasons to use it as a pivot upon which further reform of the entire undergraduate teaching pattern is to be carried out so that to materialize our strategic objective. This objective is that students in their early period of undergraduate studies should be able to build a broad base, de-emphasize their specialty, cultivate common knowledge and strengthen their basic quality.        

Conclusion

      The past one hundred years mark a century-long process in China, which began first with a rejection of the advanced civilizations of the world and then a turn to gradually accept it.  This process began first on the material level, as illustrated by the Self-strengthen Movement in the middle of the 19th Century.  Next was change on the administrative level, as expressed through 1898 Reforms of Kang Youwei, Liang Qichao and others, followed by the Renewal Polities of the Qing Dynasty and the 1911 Revolution of Sun Yat-sen. Changes on the level of culture and thought were expressed in the May Fourth New Culture Movement of 1919.  The issue becomes, should these things, as the material and spiritual products of the capitalist system, be monopolized by “capitalist class” alone and be resisted by “socialist China”?  Or should they be accepted and studied as the wealth and culture created by all the working people of the world?  Is it possible to learn from each other's experiences?  On the material level, this is no longer an question in today's China.  Mercedes Benz' race through the streets, Boeing airplanes fill the skies, and people show off their brand-name consumer goods.  On the administrative level, China first adopted the republican governmental pattern and later adopted the market economy system.  On the cultural level, mass media, bridge card games, T-shirts with words broadcasting messages and KARAOKE have become popular cultural practices.  The rights of the individual, including the notion of human rights, are gaining more and more importance as well as a system of legal protection.  In looking at how this problem will play out in the 21rst Century, it is not clear which political, cultural and intellectual aspects of the capitalist class will not share with the Chinese people.  The only thing that is certain is that this time the resolution will take less than one hundred years.  (END)
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